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SUBJECT: NIGERIA LABOR CONGRESS FACES FIRST CRISIS 

1 . THE NEW NIGERIA LABOR CONGRESS (NLC) IS FACING 
ITS FIRST CRISIS AS THE RESULT OF AN INVITATION 

FROM THE ALL-UNION CENTRAL COUNCIL OF TRADE UNIONS (AUCCTU) 

IN THE SOVIET UNION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FORTHCOMING 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION IN MOSCOW. 

2. A MEETING OF THE NLC'S NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, WHICH 
WAS ATTENDED BY THE EMBASSY'S POLITICAL/LABOR ASSISTANT ON 
AUGUST 16 IN LAGOS, ENDED IN CONFUSION AS FORMER MEMBERS OF THE 
UNITED LABOR CONGRESS (ULC) STRONGLY OBJECTED TO CONSIDERATION 
BEING GIVEN TO NLC PARTICIPATION IN WHAT THEY DESCRIBED AS A 
"POLITICAL RALLY OF THE COMMUNIST BLOC." THEY INSISTED IT WAS 

A "POLITICAL INVITATION" AND WAS CONTRARY TO THE PRINCIPLES 
OF THE NLC. PRESIDENT SUNMONU DEFENCED THE INVITATION AND WAS 
SUPPORTED BY OTHER FORMER MEMBERS OF THE NIGERIA TRADE UNION 
CONGRESS (NTUC) WHO HELD THAT THE AUCCTU "IS A STRONG TRADE 
UNION ORGANIZATION" AND THE INVITATION SHOULD BE HONORED. 

3. WHEN THE MEETING BECAME ROWDY, PRESIDENT SUNMONU CALLED FOR 
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ADJOURNMENT TO ALLOW TENSIONS TO SUBSIDE. ULC MEMBERS, HOWEVER, 
SAID THEY WOULD NOT ATTEND ANOTHER MEETING IF THE INVITATION 
WERE TO BE TABLED AGAIN AND THREATENED TO PROTEST TO THE FMG 
IF NLC DESIGNATED SOMEONE TO ATTEND THE ANNIVERSARY. THEY WARNED 
PRESIDENT SUNMONU TO DESIS FROM PLAYING POLITICS IF HE WANTS 
TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND UNITY WITHIN THE NLC. 
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4. COMMENT: EMBASSY POLITICAL/LABOR ASSISTANT WAS INFORMED THE 
INVITATION WAS CHANNELED THROUGH THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN LAGOS AND 
HANDED OVER TO PRESIDENT SUNMONU IN HIS OFFICE ON AUGUST 7, 

1978 BY FIRST SECRETARY K. MOROSOV (THE DIPLOMATIC LIST SHOWS 
A KIRIL A. MOROSOV AS FIRST SECRETARY). 

WYMAN 
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